ECONOMIC   POLICY  OF  THE   IMPERIAL   STATE
forces that might conceivably hinder its perfect decrepi-
tude.1
At this point, therefore, the aspiration of patriotic Ger-
mans to extend the benefits of the Imperial system to man-
kind at large in its further generations, is at the best a
dubious speculation. On the one hand, if the system of
bureaucratic direction maintains its ascendancy it is in all
human probability bound to change its character somewhat
pronouncedly in the direction which other bureaucratic ad-
ministrations of an autocratic character have followed;
while if, on the other hand, the modern habits of thought
as shown in latterday science and technology take effect in
a popular disavowal of autocratic and dynastic institutions,
as has happened in the countries that have preceded Ger-
many on the road of industrial advance, and bring on a
consequent disintegration of the foundations of this bu-
reaucracy, the blessings conferred by its extension would at
the best be of a wholly evanescent kind.
Apart from a feudalistic ambition, patriotic in the bald
and naive sense, to further the dynastic dominion of the
Imperial State as a regnant power, it does not appear that
there should be much in an aggressive Imperial policy to
engage the serious affections of the German people. There
is no substantial ground for an aspiration to propagate or
to conserve the distinctive German culture; and assuming
*It is true, the present (April 1915) conjuncture may so turn that
speculations as to the future of the Imperial bureaucratic system will haw
little more than a speculative interest.